A Rare Case of Postoperative Symptomatic Cyst Formation After Resection of a Large Convexity Meningioma.
Symptomatic cyst formation after brain tumor resection is a rare complication of the early postoperative phase. We describe a complicated case of postoperative symptomatic cyst formation after gross total removal of a convexity meningioma. A 59-year-old woman presented with recent onset motor aphasia. Magnetic resonance imaging revealed a left convexity tumor. We performed gross total resection of the tumor, which was pathologically diagnosed as an atypical meningioma. Tumor resection and decompression of the normal cerebral hemisphere improved aphasia. However, 3 days after surgery, her motor aphasia worsened. Computed tomography scan confirmed that the frontal lobe was being compressed by an enlargement of the postoperative tumor cavity. Conservative therapy did not shrink the cavity, and her motor aphasia persisted. Therefore, 21 days after surgery, a drainage tube was inserted into the enlarged cavity using a neuroendoscope, which promoted shrinkage of the cavity and improved her motor aphasia. We suspected that the enlargement of the postoperative cavity was because of the presence of a valve-like structure. Even though formation of symptomatic cystic lesions after brain tumor resection is rare, neurosurgeons should be aware of such early postoperative complications and their management strategies.